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Re: Call for Special Session 

 

Governor Holcomb, 
 

The State of Indiana is facing several historically unprecedented events that make it imperative 
all state leaders act immediately, including legislators.  We are asking you to call a Special Ses-
sion of the 2020 General Assembly to allow the legislature to take immediate action on the is-
sues of police reform, access to voting and providing COVID-19 relief to Hoosier families – all 
issues that cannot wait until next year. 
Our country is facing a crisis of systemic racism in policing and criminal justice and recent 
events of police brutality in our own state show that Indiana is not immune. A special session is 
the only way to immediately implement meaningful, statewide change to better ensure public 
safety. There are things we can do now that research shows will save lives. Legislators need 
only to look at meaningful policing reform policies already requested by the Indiana Black 
Legislative Caucus in their letter to you, meeting with you and most recent press conference. 
Banning chokeholds, no knock warrants and racial profiling by police can be done within a 
short special session and would immediately start saving lives. 
Access to safe voting is another critical issue our state must address immediately. State law 
limits who can receive an absentee ballot by mail, and Indiana had to institute no-excuse absen-
tee voting by emergency order for the June primary election. More than 500,000 Hoosiers re-
quested absentee ballots in order to more safely vote through the mail. This shows that people 
are heeding your advice to socially distance while also taking seriously their duty to vote. We 
must convene a special session to pass voting access reform due to these considerations: the 
risk of a COVID-19 resurgence in the fall, calls by the State Department of Health for contin-
ued social distancing and your own recommendations for at-risk populations to continue stay-
ing home.  
As COVID-19 and its implications continue to worsen in our state, we need to act quickly when 
it comes to the safety and support of all Hoosiers. That means including legislative oversight of 
CARES Act dollars to ensure that Hoosiers affected by this crisis get the relief they need. The 
Hoosier Housing Needs Coalition estimates that over 200,000 households in Indiana need help 
paying for their rent and mortgage, far exceeding the capabilities of the latest rent assistance 
program announced by your office. Almost 80,000 Hoosiers have lost their health insurance 
during this pandemic. The Paid FMLA does not cover all workers who can't work due to the 
pandemic and small businesses are still struggling to reopen without promised distributions 



 

from the Small Business Relief Fund. Finally, none of these issues will improve without in-
creasing testing and contact tracing to adequate capacity.  

We understand that special sessions are rare and reserved only for the most pressing situa-
tions. It is our strong belief that immediately addressing police reform in our state will abso-
lutely save lives and that constitutes the need for emergency action. We must act now to pro-
tect Hoosiers' constitutional right to vote safely and get much needed pandemic relief to fami-
lies. The attached policy issues are matters of protecting public health and wellbeing that the 
legislature must address now.  

For these reasons we ask that you call a virtual special session of the 2020 General Assembly. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request.  

Tim Lanane 

Senate Minority Leader 
Phil GiaQuinta 

House Minority Leader 



 

Proposed Legislation for 2020 Special Session 

 

Police Reform 

Ban the use of all choke and strangleholds 

Pass a law banning racial profiling by law enforcement 

Ban no-knock warrants 

 

Safe Voting 

Change the statute to allow for no-excuse absentee voting by mail in all elections 

Require mailed ballots to be received through the end of the day on Election Day 

 

COVID-19 Response and Economic Relief 

Legislative oversight of CARES-Act funds 

Enhance state testing and contact tracing capabilities 

Expand the Rental Assistance Portal to assist more Hoosiers 

Provide COBRA payment assistance for recently unemployed Hoosiers 


